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Early Attempts
Jagannadha Vilasini Sabha (Vizianagaram) : This association was started by Vijayarama
Gajapati Maharajah in 1874. His successor, Ananda Gajapati Maharajah also patronised it and
showed a keen interest in its activities. Ganti Butchi Sastry was the actor-manager behind its
success and so the association was popularly known as "Butchi Sastry Company". As this
association performed only Sanskrit plays like Abhijnana Sakuntalam and I/Kara Rama Caritra,
it was also called the "Sanskrit Academy", it was known for its emphasis on vacika abhinaya.
It was this association that first performed Gurazada's KanyS&ulkam (in its first version) In
August, 1892.
The Oriental Dramatic Company (Madras): This was started by Gomatham C.V. Sreeni-
vasacharyulu during 1879-80 at Madras. He was not only its president, but the most Important
actor also. He was renowned especially for his role of 'Dushyanta' in $&kuntalam, for which
he earned the title "Indian Garrick". When he moved to Vizianagaram later, he served as the
director of the Sanskrit Academy, He laid great stress on sativika abhinaya.
Dharwada Nataka Samajam: In 1880, a theatrical company called "Oharwada Nataka Samajam"
(from Dharwada, now in Karnataka) toured the coastal districts of Andhra, performing plays
in Hindi. Their performances showed a marked contrast from the existing Vldhl N&takams of
Andhra. The Samajam used fine cemkl costumes, glittering ornaments, and gas lights. The
curtains moved upwards and sideways. The Sutradhara and Nati provided the prologue and
the vldushaka, humorous interludes. There was an invocation to Gajanana. The announcement
of the story line from time to time made the play In an unknown language easy to understand.
They started the practice of selling tickets. All the actors were well disciplined; they ably fitted
the roles. Male actors did female roles. Good, controlled acting, suitable aharya, melodious
singing and clear intonation of voice made their plays immediate successes. All these features
attracted the Telugu actors and producers also. As a result, several theatrical associations
were started in almost every town in coastal Andhra. The theatrical practices of the Dharwada
Company were continued in Andhra almost until 1920.
1. Beginnings (1880-86)
In 1880, prior to the tour of the Dharwada Nataka Samajam, a play, Vyavah&ra Dtmrmabddhinl,
was staged by some elders and students under the able stewardship of the playwright Kandukrul
Veeresallngam at Rajahmundry. This was the first modern play that was performed. With the
inspiration of this play's success and the new Impetus given by the popular performances of
the Dharwada Nataka Samajam, Kandukurl started an association and produced two more
plays - Ratnaval! and Camaikara Ratnavall in the same thatched shed In which the Dharwada
Samajam performed its plays and which was left by them In tact. This was the first theatrical
association founded for performing only Telugu plays. However, It did not continue for a long
time as the parents of the students vehemently objected to their children's participation.